
South Platte Basin - Water Supply Update
Kara Scheel, P.E.

CWCB Endangered Species Recovery Program Manager



Temperature 



https://www.weather.gov/bou/DenverSnowLessStreaks

Hot and dry Nov - Dec





Finally some relief…





Temperature – January - April



SWE – South Platte Basin



SWE - Statewide



Precipitation - % of normal



Precipitation - April



April 2021 April 2022

Drought



April 2022April 2021

Drought



Current year
(end of Mar 2022)

Previous year
(end of Mar 2021)

Percent of median 
storage levels

98% 86%

Reservoir Storage



Surface Water Supply Index



Outlook



Outlook



Take homes…

• Below median SWE, but not historically bad
• What happens in next 4 weeks will be crucial to water supply
• Models predict dry and hot going forward



Kara Scheel
kara.scheel@state.co.us
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