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Temperature and Drought Conditions: 
Temperatures during the first four months of the 
water year ranked 10th warmest in the 129-year 
record across the state. The South Platte basin 
has experienced a very warm water year to date. 
2023 was a good water year across the entire 
South Platte. Currently, the South Platte basin is 
not classified under any drought conditions.  
 
Snowpack and Reservoir Storage: Snow water 
equivalent (SWE) has improved considerably 
across the state and in the South Platte Basin 
since January when SWE was as low as 68% of 
median. Currently the statewide SWE is 95% of median. In the South Platte Basin, the SWE is 97% of 
median. The Colorado basin SWE is 107% of median. Reservoir conditions this year is nearly opposite 
of what we experienced last year. Coming off a good water year last year and having an unusually 
warm winter has placed reservoirs in the lower South Platte basin at full or nearly full conditions.  
 
Seasonal outlook: The spring seasonal 
outlook (Mar-Apr-May) indicates 
uncertainty for both temperature and 
precipitation. Climate models may be 
indicating the possibility of a wetter 
March. The El Niño signal is strong for 
the rest of winter and into early 
spring, which typically favors wetter 
conditions along the western slope, 
mountains east of the Continental 
Divide, and Front Range areas. Spring 
conditions are very important in 
determining the water year in the 
lower South Platte, and the next few 
months are critical in determining how 
spring operations will play out.  
 
CWCB Water Conditions Monitoring Committee (WCMC): The CWCB convenes monthly WCMC 
meetings to monitor and report statewide conditions that affect Colorado’s water supply, including 
snowpack, reservoir storage, streamflow, etc. The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 19, 
2024.  
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